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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 
*******************************************************************************

Headline News

· Just the right distance to GO! - STLtoday.com (Roosevelt students and staff to participate in GO! St. Louis Races this weekend)
· UAPO continues campaign against ‘sagging’
· Good health, good grades? Do healthy students make better learners?
· National Public Health Week begins
· MLK kids’ contest deadline April 30
· Free AP Exam Prep for 20 Urban Districts | The Educator's Royal ... (opportunity for SLPS Students)
· SLPS Advisory Committee Will Meet Next Week
· Living Out Our Mission : Saint Louis University : SLU (SLU Pre-Med Students Prepare Neighboring High Schoolers for ACT)

· High school robotics competition in St. Louis
· School cut hurts some more than others 
· Soldan coach faces new opponent: Leukemia
· http://www.ksdk.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=199381&provider=email
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· Blue Ribbon Ceremony 2010
· Missouri Scholars Academy 2010
· Health and Wellness for NPHW
· SAB Recognition 4/1/10
· Youth Gang Summits
· 12th Annual Science Fair
· Preschool Enrollment
UPCOMING EVENT: In support of one of our own…

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and in need of a bone marrow transplant.  Because of this Soldan International Studies High School, 918 N. Union Blvd., will be hosting a Bone Marrow Drive on Wednesday, April 14th, at 2:30pm.   Who can become a volunteer donor?  Anyone between the ages of 18 and 60, and in good general health can potentially become a volunteer marrow donor.  Please bring with you your driver's license. 
For more information please contact Ms. Kelly Moore, Soldan International Studies High School, at (314) 367-9222, or to register directly for as a potential donor match please visit www.paci.org or www.bethematch.org
Metro Teacher Receives Stipend from Washington University

Mr. Barrett Taylor, English teacher at Metro A&C High School, has received a stipend from Washington University in the amount of $3,900.00 to attend the summer institute on “The New Negro Renaissance in America 1919-1941”. Mr. Wade Mayhem, Assistant Principal at Metro, stated, “We are very proud of his accomplishment because he wrote an essay along with his application and competed with many other professionals to receive this honor.”  

Other recognitions for Mr. Barrett include serving on the curriculum team for the district’s new African American Literature curriculum. 

Woerner Elementary Students Raise Money for Tenth Life Cat Rescue

By, Carl Nelson

The character word at Woerner Elementary School this April is compassion.  To give her students a real opportunity to experience compassion, Mrs. Cooper’s first graders are collecting “Coins for Kitties” and other “in-kind” items to donate to Tenth Life Cat Rescue, a non-profit organization in St. Louis that helps find homes for stray and special-needs cats.  At the end of April, the Director of Tenth Life will bring some rescued cats for a discussion on proper cat care, and receiving a check from Mrs. Cooper’s students. 
Brigadier General Gordon-Bray Visits Beaumont High School

By: Sergeant Major (Ret) Wright, Senior Instructor

On March 25, 2010, Brigadier General Arnold N. Gordon-Bray, Deputy Commanding General, United States Army Cadet Command, Fort Monroe, Virginia, visited Beaumont High School Army JROTC to tour JROTC classrooms and speak with administrators and students.

Cadets Leslie Applegarth, Cearra Croft, Destini Hutson, Kanazia Thompson, and Michael Smith were honored to participate in a question and answer session with General Gordon-Bray. Discussion topics included careers, scholarships, community service, colleges, character development, politics and military history. It was a good visit and the JROTC students represented the school and the program with pride. 
A Soaring Eagle Shout-Out to Jaynea Brooks, Larissa Lowe, Merlin Bell, and Nina Stawse  
These four student actors from Central VPA’s Advanced Acting have been hired by Banyan Productions to shoot a PSA commercial spot that will air in a five-state region for thirteen weeks.  These students will be working with a talent pool taken from respected talent agencies as well as surrounding college theater departments. Look for these familiar faces on TV soon!
Metro Hosts “Shoeman” Shoe Drive Competition

Metro Interact Club is initiating a shoe drive competition between the school’s classes from April 5 – 23, 2010.  

All proceeds go to the “Shoeman” in efforts to provide clean drinking water for the people of Kenya and Haiti.  Information about the Shoeman can be found by visiting www.shoeman.org. For more information please contact Shana Renshaw, Community Collaborative Specialist, Interact Facilitator, at (314) 531-6160 or via email shana.renshaw@slps.org
Woerner Elementary students enjoy a cold reward on a hot spring day
Third through fifth grade students at Woerner Elementary earned a “bonus” recess last week for their outstanding effort and perfect attendance during MAP testing.  “This was the most fun I ever had during MAP testing!” said fourth grader Alex Kelmendi.  In addition, the school’s PTO purchased sodas for the students as a reward. 
Upcoming Events
Wilkinson Fundraiser

Trivia Night, Saturday, April 10, 7pm,  at Saints Peter and Paul Parish Hall, 816 Allen in Soulard, to benefit the Wilkinson Early Childhood Center.   Contact Ami Boehlje at 752-4145 or boehlje@sbcglobal.net to reserve your table of 8:  $120 in advance, $160 at the door.  Refreshments provided.  Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and last place. There will also be a silent auction and raffle, and other fun between-round activities.  Please gather your friends and join in the fun to support a terrific school!
Focus On Your Future! Spring College & Career Fair

Washington Tabernacle MB Church is hosting a Free College and Career Fair on Saturday, April 10 from 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. Come explore strategies to help you prepare for the journey to college!

· Meet University and Job Training Recruiters

· Attend Student/Parent Finance Workshop

· Receive Career Training Information

· Learn how to pay for college and training

· Obtain professional instruction on FAFSA

In addition, a special financial aid presentation, “Planning and Preparing for College,” will be held at 1:00 p.m.  This event is sponsored by the Missouri Department of Higher Education.

Washington Tabernacle MB Church is located at 3200 Washington Blvd. For more information about the College and Career Fair, please contact Timica Emerson at 314-533-8763.

St. Louis Public Schools 2nd Annual Parent, Staff and Community Scrapbooking Extravaganza

Date/Time: Saturday, April 17, 2010, from 8:00-1:30 P.M.  

Location: 801 North 11th Street, Room 306

 To Register Please call 314-345-4629 or 314-345-HOBY

Sponsored by: Safe and Drug Free Schools and 21st Century After School Programs 

Central VPA PTO Flea Market 

WHEN: Saturday, April 17th SATURDAY, APRIL 17 

TIME: 7:00 am until 4:00pm

WHERE:  Central VPA High School, 3125 S. Kingshighway Blvd.

The vision is to create, on the upper parking lot on the Kemper Street side, a “vibrant, colorful marketplace”- pedestrian friendly- featuring a wonderful array of items for sale and tasty food and drinks.  To reserve a spot or for more information please call Central VPA (314) 771-2772.
Herzog PTO Hosting Career Fair & Searching for Volunteers

The Herzog Parent Teacher Organization is organizing a career fair themed; “This Could Be You: Career Preview” to introduce students in preschool through sixth grades to various opportunities and careers.   The career fair is scheduled for Friday, April 23, 2010, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Herzog Pilot School, 5831 Pamplin Place. 

Currently, organizers are looking for volunteers to share information about their careers with students. Refreshments will be provided. To volunteer or for any additional information please contact Shaunta Lyons, the event coordinator, at (314) 337-3243.

Cleveland’s Annual Pass & Review Ceremony

Cleveland will have its annual Pass-In-Review Ceremony on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at approximately 12:40PM, on the Field of Gateway Middle School, 1200 N. Jefferson. 
Gateway Idol Round 5

There are 15 contestants remaining! Gateway Elementary and Middle Schools are once again competing in the coveted Gateway Idol Competition. The next round will be held April 29th!

Law Day 2010

The Saint Louis University Law School Student Bar Association and Optimist International are co-sponsoring a Law Day 2010 event for local middle and high school students on Thursday, April 29, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in SLU's William H. Kniep Courtroom. Local middle and high school students are invited to learn about and appreciate the emerging challenges and enduring traditions of law in the 21st century, watch a mock trial and hear from real attorneys, judges, and law students. This event is free, and dinner and prizes will be provided.  For more information, please contact Christopher Wintrode: cwintrod@slu.edu or 314-827-5095

Ready Readers to Host St. Louis Reads Day at Stix Elementary 

May 14th is "St. Louis Reads" Day! On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library to be read by a Ready Reader. Inside each copy distributed to students will be a bookmark inside each book describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. 
“Curious George” and “the Man with the Yellow Hat” will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Now Available: 2010 NBMBAA-St. Louis Chapter Minority Scholarship Applications 

The National Black MBA Association's Scholarship Program has been in existence since 1983.  The National office awards scholarships to outstanding minority students pursuing undergraduate and graduate management/business degrees, while demonstrating strong leadership abilities and a commitment to their communities.  

As well, the St. Louis Chapter provides several scholarship opportunities to high school, undergraduate and graduate students each year.  Since our inception, the St. Louis Chapter has awarded over $300,000 in scholarships.  Students are selected based on academic merit, presentation and a written essay.  The awards range from $1,000 - $4,500.  

PLEASE CLICK ON THE FOLLOWING LINKS TO ACCESS THE APPLICATIONS-AVAILABLE SPRING 2010:
· Scholarship Cover Letter
· High School Application 

· Undergraduate Application 
· Graduate Application
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training to be offered at Nottingham CAJT Community Education Center Full Service School

On Tuesday, April 20, Nottingham CAJT High School’s Community Education Program, with assistance and support from the St. Louis Emergency Management Agency, St. Louis Fire and Police Departments, St. Louis University, and others, will begin CERT Course for SLPS employees, students and interested community members.  The course will be approximately 20 hours of classroom instruction and include practical exercises and simulated disaster scenarios.  The course is free but registration is required.  For more information or to get an application please contact Jim McDermott at 314-481-4095 or e-mail: james.mcdermott@slps.org.

SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
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